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river. There Tarabai joined them and publicly welcomed
her grandson. The new king could not, however, enter
Satara until such day as the astrologers had pronounced
auspicious. After duly taking counsel together, they declared
the fourth January a fortunate day. Until it dawned the
prince remained on the banks of the Krishna, receiving
and returning visits. There, too, the Peshwa's cousin
Sadashivrao joined the royal camp. Early on the appointed
day Ramraja set out for Satara. The whole town was gay
with maypoles and wreaths and hanging garlands of
flowers. The streets were red with the coloured liquid
which the citizens sprinkled on the roadways and the
pavements. The balconies were filled with young married
women, waiting to shower down on the young king handfuls
of rice and so win for him the favour of the deities. The
town echoed to the sound of horns and the shrill singing
of the dancing girls. Balaji met Ramraja at the outskirts
of the city, seated him on a royal elephant and mounting
behind him waved a horsetail over his head. Shambhusing
seated himself on Balaji's left and did likewise. On the
way Ramraja distributed to the temples as he passed gifts
of money and cocoanuts. When ho alighted at the palace,
beautiful young matrons waved lamps over his head and
then leaves of the sacred nim tree to scare away the demons
from hindering his coronation. Entering the palace,
Ramraja prostrated himself before the family gods of the
Bhosles and fervently thanked them for having guarded
his young life and raised him from a cabin to a throne*
He then bathed, was invested by Balaji with the royal
robes and crowned with the pomp of Shivaji.

Ramraja was at this time twenty-seven years of age.
But Balaji making his inexperience an excuse and relying
on King Shahu's deed, informed the young king that he
would himself conduct, the administration with Tarabai's
help. Ramraja offered no objection. He was allowed
full freedom of movement in the town of Satara and
received a yearly revenue of sixty-five lakhs for his
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